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1. INTRODUCTION

Perhaps the first human record of Atlantic tropical cyclones
appears in Mayan hieroglyphics (Konrad 1985). By customarily
building their major settlements away from the hurricane-prone
coastline, the Mayans practiced a method of disaster mitigation
(Konrad 1985) that, if rigorously applied today, would reduce the
potential for devastation along coastal areas (e.g., Pilkey et al.
1984; Sheets 1990).

Many storms left important marks on regional history. In
1609, a fleet of ships carrying settlers from England to Virginia
was struck by a hurricane. Some of the ships were damaged and part
of the fleet grounded at Bermuda (The Encyclopedia Americana 1994) .
The passengers became Bermuda’s first inhabitants and their stories
helped inspire Shakespeare’s writing of The Tempest (Carpenter and
Carpenter 1993).



